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Tailgate Exter

Build this inexpensive,
stowable platform to serve as
a table or extra bunk

N INEXPENSIVE homemade conversion
/% can serve as an additional bed for a
child by night and a large easy-access table
by day. It can provide approximately 3 x 3
feet of additional floor space, and in terms
of a van camper or station wagon it means
added comfort.

The simple table comes in very handy
when a cooking surface, folding table, or
other clean, large surface is needed. It is
easy to make from a piece of plywood cov-
ered with formica. Aluminum edging strips
are put around three sides for the finished
look. The two legs are hinged for easy stor-
age. The table is held in place by two slide
bolts which anchor into two small holes
drilled near the back gate. The easy storage
is accomplished by unbolting the two slide
bolts and folding the legs under. The whole
assembly is then stored under the cushion.

To make table: Measure the place in
which it will be stored and also the size of
tailgate. For a VW van the table can be 34
inches long by 39 inches wide (approxi-
mately same as the cushion). Place slide

bolt near each side (see photo) where they
can fasten into a small hole drilled in van.
If van has closet it will be necessary to
make folding extension arm for bolt. For
height of legs measure from underside of
table to ground when vehicle is level. The
legs made of 1%2- or 2-inch stock are fas-
tened to table with hinges. They run about
37 inches for the VW van, and it is wise
to keep blocks for leveling legs.

Materials are available at any building
supply store or lumber yard.

The table has added dimension when a
tent is made of inexpensive waterproof
duck. Since this tent-like cover makes the
addition enclosed as part of the vehicle, it
can be used as a child’s bed, an extra long
bed, or just additional room in case of
rain. The cover is attached by means of
snaps (like the ones that are used in van
campers). In fact, it can be snapped across
the top where the bug screen fits. Addi-
tional snaps are placed under the table, and
a zipper is installed for easy access. The
tailgate of the van helps to hold the tent






